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Abstract

This research aims to re-examine the trajectory of critical shifts in contemporary
Arabic discourse, moving beyond the traditional assumption that the transition from
Structuralism to Post-structuralism was a decisive “rupture.” The study proposes
an original analytical framework: the concept of “Dual History” (Al-Tarikh al-
Muzdawij). This framework posits that the transformation was not an interruption
but rather a “Transformed Continuity,” where Western methodologies were
creatively employed within specific Arab cultural and intellectual contexts. The
research draws its philosophical foundations from Michel Foucault's concept of
"Continuity," Gilles Deleuze’s theory of the "Rhizome" which rejects linear thinking,
and Giorgio Agamben’s idea of "The Contemporary,” which connects criticism to

its present time.

To substantiate this thesis, the study applies a proposed procedural model, the
“Compound Reading” (Al-Qira’a al-Murakkaba), to literary texts, starting with
Mahmoud Darwish’s poem, 'In Praise of the High Shadow," and including a brief
analysis of Ghassan Kanafani’s novel, '"Men in the Sun." This model combines
the tools of rigorous structural analysis with the mechanisms of deconstructive
interpretation to reveal underlying systems. The study concludes that Arab critics,
such as Abdelkebir Khatibi, Abdullah al-Ghadh—-dhami, Mohammed Miftah,
Abdelfattah Kilito, Abdelaziz Hamouda, and Said Yaktine, did not mechanically
replicate Western approaches but rather re-produced them within a local context.
This confirms that contemporary Arabic criticism is a multilayered discourse,

combining methodological rigor with philosophical depth.

Keywords: Structuralism— Post-structuralism— Deconstruction— Dual History.
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